into battle
fifteen German oversea raiders, without losing one machine in the
combats. Now the mists and storms of winter wrap our island
and make continuous bombing attack of military objectives far
more difficult. We have a marked advantage in the higher range
of science applied to war, and this is improving with every week
that passes.
I do not doubt myself that time is on our side. I go so far as
to say that if we come through the winter without any large or
important event occurring we shall in fact have gained the first
campaign of the war : and we shall be able to set about our task
in the spring far stronger, better organised and better armed than
ever before. Let us therefore bear discomfort and many minor—•
and even perhaps needless—vexations with comprehending patience,
because we are all the time moving forward towards greater war
strength, and because Germany is all the time, under the grip of
our economic warfare,f ailing back in oil and other essential war supplies.
It may be, of course, that at any time violent and dire events
will open. If so, we shall confront them with resolution. If not,
we shall profit to the full by the time at our disposal. But Field-
Marshal Goering—who is one of the few Germans who has been
having a pretty good time for the last few years—says that we have
been spared so far because Nazi Germany is so humane. They
cannot bear to do anything to hurt anybody. All they ask for is
the right to live and to be let alone to conquer and kill the weak.
Their humanity forbids them to apply severities to the strong. It
may be true: but when we remember the bestial atrocities they
have committed in Poland, we do not feel we wish to ask for any
favours to be shown us. We shall do our duty as long as we have
life and strength.
A long succession of important events has moved in our favour
since the beginning of the war. Italy, which we had feared would
be drawn from her historic partnership with Britain and France in
the Mediterranean—a partnership which will become increasingly
fruitful—has adopted a wise policy of peace. No quarrel has
developed between us and Japan. These two great Powers, which
had joined Nazi Germany in the Anti-Comintern Pact, find it
difficult to accommodate themselves to the change of front towards
Bolshevism which Herr Hitler and his bad adviser, Herr von
Ribbentrop—that prodigious contortionist—have perpetrated. No
one can underrate the importance of the Treaty of Alliance between
Britain and France with Turkey. The Russian Soviet Government
embodied in the formidable figure of Stalin, has barred off once
and for ever all Nazi dreams of an advance in the east. The left
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